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AFTER A FLOOD
As flood waters recede, Sarpy/Cass Department of Health offers guidance for your safety. 
· Stay off closed streets until they have been evaluated for damage and reopened to the public.  A few inches of water covering a road surface can hide washouts, or debris in the road.  Roads also may have weakened and could collapse under the weight of a car or truck.
· Return to your home or business only when authorities indicate it is safe to do so.
· Stay away from downed power lines, and report them to the power company.
· Avoid floodwaters. The water may be contaminated by oil, gasoline, or raw sewage.  It may also be electrically charged from underground or downed power lines.
· Avoid moving water.  Currents can be strong and may carry harmful debris.
· Stay out of buildings surrounded by floodwaters.
· Use extreme caution when entering buildings; there may be hidden damage, particularly in foundations.
· Be cautious of uprooted or weakened root systems in trees close to the home.  
· Service damaged septic tanks, cesspools, pits and leaching systems as soon as possible.  Damaged sewer systems are serious health hazards.
· When authorities allow reentry, always wear heavy rubber boots and work gloves when in the water or mud, both inside and outside.  Watch out for animals, especially snakes and rodents.  Use a stick to poke through debris. Be aware that some wildlife may have been trapped in your house.
· Be prepared.  Returning home or to your business can be both physically and mentally challenging.






BEFORE YOU ENTER YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS
Walk carefully around the outside and check for loose power lines, gas leaks and structural damage.  If you have any doubts about safety, have the building inspected by a qualified building inspector or structural engineer before entering.
Chemical hazards can be present after a flood.  Use extreme caution.  Floodwaters may have buried or moved hazardous chemical containers of solvents or other industrial chemicals from their normal storage places.
Propane tanks from a gas grill or household propane tanks can explode.  If any are found, contact police, the fire department or your State Fire Marshall’s office.
Car batteries, even those submerged in floodwater, may still contain an electrical charge and should be removed with extreme caution using insulated gloves.
GOING INSIDE YOUR HOME
Do not enter if:
· You smell gas
· Floodwaters remain around the foundation of the building
· A tree has fallen on the building and authorities have not yet declared it safe to enter.
· There are roof, foundation, or chimney cracks.
Enter your home carefully and check for damage.  Be aware of loose boards and slippery floors.  Also check the following:
Natural gas.  If you smell gas or hear a hissing or blowing sound, open a window and leave immediately.  Turn off the main gas valve from the outside, if you can.  Call the gas company from a cell phone or neighbor’s house.  (If you shut off the gas supply at the main valve, you will need a professional to turn it back on once the problem has been remedied.)  Do not smoke or use oil, gas lanterns candles or torches for lighting inside your home until you are sure there is no leaking gas or other flammable materials present.  
Sparks, broken or frayed wires.  Check the electrical system unless you are wet, standing in water or unsure of your safety.  If the electricity is not currently turned off, turn it off at the main fuse or circuit breaker.  Make sure appliances are un-pIugged, open and let them dry out.  If you feel unsafe, leave the building and call for help.  Do not turn on the lights until you are sure they are safe to use.  You may want to have an electrician inspect your wiring.
Call your insurance agent.  Take pictures of damages, keep records of all repairs and cleaning costs.
Feel free to call Sarpy Cass Department of Health staff Jenny Steventon at 402-339-4334 ext. 206 or Nancy Braswell at 402-339-4334 ext. 202 if you have questions.
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